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We had planned a Cotswold walk following the Cotswold way from Chipping Camden to Painswick in September 2023. This 
entailed driving to Painswick (where we left our car) taking a cab from there, around 47 miles , to Chipping Camden, where 
our walk was due to start. The walk took 5 days with 6 stopovers and we walked around 10 miles per day. The Cotswold Way 
is clearly signposted almost at every junction with posts bearing the acorn emblem (see cover). It goes through incredibly 
beautiful yellow bricked local Cotswold stone villages and fabulous countryside with some very steep hills (that we found very 
tiring). 


Walking allows one to relax and enjoy ones surroundings in a way that is not found by driving plus seeing views that are far 
from roads and ‘civilisation’. Stopping every night in different locations was made possible by using a company that pre- 
booked our accommodation and arranged luggage transfer to our next stop and this worked faultlessly. 


This time our route instructions left a bit to be desired (see on page 55—map 17) but mostly the signposting was terrific. 
Again, a couple of our overnight stays were not wonderful but another couple were far better than we expected. 


Allin all we walked over 52 miles and despite feeling pretty tired every night, a good nights sleep and bath or shower rejuve- 
nated us ready for the following day. 


This book will chronicle in text and photos a memory of a great break and enjoyment shared of our wonderful British country- 
side and unique villages 


The route we walked are shown on the relevant maps 


We walked with 
many grouse 


crossing our path 


Day 1# Wed 13th September# Chipping Campden 


Photo History 


We stayed in the Noel Arms Hotel in 

Chipping Campden on our first night 

and left after breakfast for the 10.5 
mile walk to Stanton 


Noel Arms Hotel 


The 400 year old 
market hall 


In high season this village is 

really full of tourists but we 

were at the ‘tail end’ of the 
season so it was quieter 
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We groaned a 
lot...especially 
at the many 
steep hills... 
but we also 

laughed a lot 
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Yes, | know 
my head cov- 


erings are not 


totally 
flattering but 
they ‘do the 
job’ 


Day 2# Thursday 14th September# Stanton 
(via Broadway) 


Our walk took us through Broadway where, 
luckily , we weren’t staying. Yes, it’s really 
beautiful but is a victim of its popularity and 
has become a ‘designer’ town with predictable 
shops and eating establishments 
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Colourful and we are sure the tourists love it but a display 
of cherry tomatoes depicting The Broadway Tower in 
assorted colours!!!! 
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ell possibly were missing the 
plot here 


Just below The Broadway Tower 


was a welcome 'elevenses' stop 


| know we requested ‘quirky’ overnight stops 
but sometimes a little luxury and less ‘rural 
might have been more acceptable 
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“oh, not another bloomin' hill” 


THE WHISTLE YOU MIGHT 
HEAR IS FROM THE PRIVATE. 


The countryside is a sheep grazing wonderland everywhere we walked and the 


~~ 


Photo History Cotswold Way posts were always a great reassurance that we were on track 


The next walk stage took us from Chipping We stayed in a delightful B&B with Angela and Michael 
Campden via Broadway to Stanton. This was in their attractive country house nestling in 8 acres of 
an 8.4 mile stretch. Stanton is a quintessen- the beautiful North Cotswolds in Stanton 


tially Cotswold Village of around 200 people 
and absolutely beautiful 
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We were sad to leave and fond 


farewells with Angela 
Stanton boasted one pub: The Mount. 


Well named , as it stood at the top of 


the hill. The walk back was totally nec- 


essary as portions were gigantic 
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Photo History 


Some of the hidden 


areas and villages were 


peaceful and beautiful 


Photo History 


Day 3# Friday 15th September# Stanton to Winchcombe 


Above Stanway 


One of the welcome Cotswold 
Way ‘acorn’ markers 


In the paddocks at 
Shenberrow Hill 
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Much of the area of the village was owned by the Stott family from 1906 to 1949. In addition to restoring the proper- 
ties, these owners built a reservoir in 1907, added lighting to the main street, improved the church, extended the 
school, built a swimming pool and cricket field. Today, the village has no school, post office or shops. 


The village is built almost completely of Cotswold stone a honey-coloured . Several cottages have thatched roofs. It has 
a high street, with a pub, The Mount, at the end. David Verey calls it "architecturally, the most distinguished of the 
smaller villages in the North Cotswolds". The Daily Telegraph described Stanton in 2017 as "arguably the most beautiful 
Cotswold village of them all while the Huffington Post said that it's "one of the prettiest and idyllic unspoilt villages of 
the Cotswolds". With only approx. 200 inhabitants, we found it totally delightful and unspoilt 


Photo History 


Located in the heart of the Cotswolds, Stanway is an outstandingly beautiful example of a 
Jacobean manor house famous for its 300 feet single-jet fountain, the highest in Britain 
and the highest gravity fountain in the world. 


The house, its fascinating furniture, the jewel-like Gatehouse, the church and 14th- 
century Tithe Barn, the 18th-century water-garden, the specimen trees and avenues, the 
surrounding villages, farms, parkland and woodland all subtly combine to create an en- 
clave of very English and almost magical harmony. 


A lovely field of sunflowers 


Just walking high above the valleys, through farm- 
land and over stiles was a real pleasure 


Welcome to 


Buckholt Wood 


Cotswold Commons and Beechwoods 
National Nature Reserve 


These woods are part of the Cotswold Commons and 
Beechwoods National Nature Reserve, which includes some 
of the best examples of beechwoods in Europe 

The woods are being managed to conserve a wide variety of 
plants and animals including orchids, buzzards and 


silver-washed fritillary butterfly, whilst continuing to 
produce high quality timber. 


Please help look after the site by following the Countryside 
Code and, in particular, keep dogs under control. 


We hope that you enjoy your visit. 


Please see the back of this sign for further important 
information, or call Natural England on 0300 060 6000, 


ENGLAND 
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The whole area was quite isolated and well 
away from roads so not many people visited 
the site 


The Belas Knap Long Barrow is 
over 5,500 years old constructed 
by prehistoric man as a place to 
bury their dead 


The remains of at least 38 
The tree heartwood, after felling, people were buried within 
gave some beautiful colours and the four chambers . Radiocar- 
designs bon dating shows that they 
died between 3,700 and 
3,600 BC in the early Ne- 
otholic period. They probably 
led a lifestyle based on cattle 


herding and small scale farm- 
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Cleeve Hill was an enigma: A golf course on the hillside in many 
levels with the Cotswold Way running through it and as if that 
wasn’t enough, sheep graze all over the hill. The golf tees actually 


had mini electric fences to prevent the sheep ruining the greens 
and we were vigilant in checking for stray golf ball direct hits 
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It was always a great feeling of elation when we saw the Acorn on 
the posts and signs , signifying that we were on the Cotswold Way 
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Most of the time we were pretty much alone dur- 
ing the walk, but on some occasions we saw dots 
in the distance that were fellow walkers 


Photo History Delightful English countryside 
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CRIOKLEY HILL COUNTRY PARK. 
(IRON AGE HILL FORT) 
PATH GOES THROUGH CAR PARK 
NEAR VISITOR CENTRE, CAFE 
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165m years ago 


In the Jurassic 
period the area was 
a warm, shallow 


- sea bed. @ 
| 900-100 BCG "፳መዌጩቄቄቄ GUTY Taco SRO 
x ce s! 5 
Iron ትየ mostly limestones 
The hillfort ከ ا ات‎ ine Birdlip Just to the east of the hillfort is a small square 
یب‎ T ed ۶ Limestone Formation. The feature with a circular mound in the middle 
sottarent sediments from which the which is believed to be an Iron Age burial site 
inhabited by the rocks were formed were laid 
Dubonii tribe and 0 down c. 170-180 million years The scrub on the ramparts was 
< ago in a shallow, warm sea removed by hand in 2012 by 
the Cotswold Wardens — as 
shown in this picture 


built more than 


2000 years ago. @ containing abundant animal 


life. Freestones were used 


Pre 1617-1926 “ደ t E. 4 
[| Quarrying | እ ‘efor buildings and in some 
| z 1 tases for roadstone. . 


This process 
was carried out 
from before 1617 


through to 1926 s A E 
It resulted in the Devil's Chimney and inclined tramroad. 


2 of the Stone from Leckhampton had limited 
E. O, use for building but was used to repair, 
Magdalen College, Oxford, 1830-35. ` 


1929 
Post Quarrying | 
The E ste 1 3 4 Noîth east aerial view of 
7یپ‎ $ š 3 the Iron Age fort; undated, 
i à í \ showing the quarried area, 
tramroad and the four 
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Conservation 
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other golf course. They must hate us walkers. 
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wood wherever we travel 
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Gloucester Tribs Natural Flood Management Projec 


Uhy were Ash trees felled? 


Ash dieback is a fungal disease affecting ash 
trees, one of the most common types of tree 
in the UK. It was first discovered here in 2012 
and the disease is now present in all counties 
of England. Experience in Europe suggests 
that the majority of ash trees infected with 
the disease will decline and die over the next 
10-15 years. 


Ash dieback causes trees to slowly die, drop 
limbs, collapse or fall. In places where 
infected trees grow beside roads and 
footpaths, they are likely to pose a threat to 
public safety. 


This project is funded by the Europe 


For more information visit 
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It is so useful when local preservation groups ex- 
plain what they are doing in the area 


Other nem Projects 
A oer eS of NFM projects have been delivered 
onnearby landholdings to encourage 
landowners to work together and achieve 


joined up landscape scale outcom::s and 
improvements. 


This work has included in stream leaky dams 
along tributaries that flow into Gloucester, 
installing floodplain large woody deflectors 
and tree planting to intercept overland flows 
and soak up excess water. 


After spending the night in The Royal George (see top of map) we rejoined the path and the 
blue line shows where we walked as the way markers were nowhere to be seen despite us 

Photo His checking every available possibility in the massive meadow. Eventually we took an executive 
decision and went ‘off piste’. Two local police directed us to a very steep footpath up a hill 


that joined the Cotswold Way along the route, but it added considerably to our daily mileage 


The Royal George...a comfortable overnight stop in Birdslip. 


Photo History 


Painswick...our final destination. 


Legend suggests that there are just 99 trees growing in 
Painswick churchyard and that the devil would destroy the 
hundredth if it were ever planted. 


In the year 2000 Painswick church was faced with a dilem- 
ma. Every parish in the Diocese of Gloucester was given a 
yew tree to plant to mark the millenium. Painswick was 
chosen to host a special service when all the young yew 
trees were blessed and given out. Parish officials bravely 
planted the 100th yew on the north side of the church 
near the bus stop. Contrary to legend it is doing well. 
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We met up with some great folks from 
the USA in the restaurant in Painswick 
and have since emailed one another 
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A great name for this studio in Painswick 
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Friends from the walk together in Pains- 


wick with our great hostess 


Two lovely sisters from the Netherlands 
who we met on our walk 


